WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP

To: Richard Mellor, Township Manager

From: Thomas Blomstrom, Director of Parks and Recreation

Subject: Recommendation for Cancellation of the 2021 4 of July Parade
Date: May 6, 2021

CC:

It 12 with g‘mﬂ rugrul that the ]L':ldu'rﬁl'lip of the Whitemarsh '|'|m"|'m]'!|i]"| 4h |rf_l|.|l:.' Parade Execunve Commuttee has made the
uranimoud decsaon o recormmend canceling the 2021 Parade.

The 4 of July Parade Executive Commines leadership included — Emergency Management Coordinator/Fire Marshall
Mick Weaver), Police (Chief Wand, Le. Mowak, and L. Keenan), Spring Mill Fire Company (Chief Bob Shoemaker, Jr.),
Barren Hill Frre Company (Chiel Chns Schwartz and Deputy Cheel’ Renard Rose), Laoms Club of Whitermarsh (Joe Moore),
Busmess Sponsor (Ball Green), Parks and Reereason Board (Vice-Char Tom Manley] and Packs and Recreanon
Dyepartment Staff (Tom Blomstrom and Jon Walker).

The 4* of July Parade Executive Comminee held a Zoom call on Tuesday, Aprl 27* at 8am.  The above attendees carefully
discussed the viability of operating the 2021 4h of July Parade given COVID CINC regulations and the current chamgnng
guidelmes. Tr was determined unamimously o recommend cancelling the 2021 4h of July Parade goven the current available
formaton and COVIDY gusdelines, and out of an abundance of causon for public safety.

In addinon, on Faday, Apnl 167, the Department spoke with the \I:mlpmur-. County (Mixce of Public Health = Anata
Capone Weil, Environmental Health Specialis, regarding Specal Events in Montgomery County and the Whaternarsh
'].tmﬂﬁh.lp 4"" ::lf_ll.l.]'. Parade. She directed that all CRE Caodelines woubd need 1o be fl::l].l.l::lwud jl:'l.d enforced [or the event o
ke place. This included masks, social distaneing, and all required sampzanons. She noted that barge event gathenmpgs are
currently at 250 people in artendance. She commented thar it is eapadly changing and may increase w 500 by the time for
the rnnl-ﬂr_ She was not sure bow we eould operate 2 mass parade patheang safely wath enforcement gven the structure and
numbers for our Whirermarsh event.

Alsc, the Department has spoken o Peter Erndwemn, Baisk Semor Manager, from DVIT (Townshap Insurance Carsier) to
TEVIEW 5-|‘:||."r:iﬂ Evernts and ||n|‘:uﬂl.iu|.‘|_"p. amad peceved gui.di:‘l.r:u ||-|'|]:.' L8] pnn:uu'd wath full COVID r:ur|'|.|‘:|]ii|:'|.r:|: aml Eaton.

Furthermore, the Department and Comemiattee had been elosely and carefully momtonng the lusd aouation and those of
surrcundmy communties in the regon that hald special events in the summer and for the 4% of July holaday, The
u\.'l:rwh.r_'ln'l:irg I:'I"I.il.'illll'il_\' of those '|'|m"r|:'p.]'!|.i.]'|ﬁ and Hnrnl.Lﬂ'l:‘-. have chosen o cancel !jw.'n. e 0 and COVTD praramelers.
I addition, the health and safery of our resdents, partcipants, sponsors, vendors, entertuners, volunteers, and staf was a
priowity in making this diffscult decrson. The Committee noted that even afier mimunizations have inereased and currens
CIHC public puidance protocols relax; many of our fellow ameens will be reluctang o subject themselves to lagre erowds in
the mmmediate future and may ereate community conflct.

The 4+ of July Parade Execunve Commanee and Departeonent make this recommendation ar thas ume goven mmelines
including the need w make mmediate PADOT road closune permit reguests and the contretual windows for the
cancellanon of entertainment and the abldity wo recave refunds.

We ook forward 1o hostung the event on the 4 of July m 2022,
Please let me koo of you have any further questons and thank vou for vour comaderason.,
Biest, Toan B

Thonsas Blomstrom
Drector of Parks and Recreation
2301 Hars Lane
Lafayere Hill, FA 19444
Phone: 61 0-828-72T76 x 2401
Email: Thlomstromiawhitermarshiwpoorg



